
 

Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project 

 

Appendix 1-3 

Informal Scoping responses received 
from consultees 



































   

Table of Contents: 
1. Purpose and Scope 1 

2. Other Relevant Documents 2 

3. Licence Notification and Application Process 3 

4. Checklist 16 

5. Terminology 18 
 

 



 
1  

 
1. Purpose and Scope 

The purpose of this document is to provide interim guidance to Road Authorities in their 
role licensing road openings or making submissions to Planning Authorities regarding 
how the proposed placement of Medium or High Voltage infrastructure (i.e. 
infrastructure associated with cables used to transmit or distribute electrical energy at 
voltages greater than 1kV), interact with the public road network. Low Voltage Cables 
(1kV and less) should be dealt with using established licensing processes. 

The primary function of the national, regional and local road network is the safe 
transportation of people, goods and services to all areas of the country.  The 
maintenance and protection of the road network is the responsibility of the road 
authority.  The installation of all utilities in the road network requires management and 
oversight by the road authority, to ensure the consistent application of standards, the 
protection of the network, and safe future road maintenance and improvement, whilst 
also facilitating and providing for future developments, as appropriate.   

The ‘Interim Guidance’ has been developed to assist in the delivery of the grid 
infrastructure rollout by the energy sector while also seeking to mitigate impact and 
ensure the continued proper management of the road network. It is produced by the 
Roads and Transportation stakeholders including the Department of Transport (DoT), 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland and Road Authorities, and the Department 
acknowledges collaboration and input from all sectors. 

The ’Interim Guidance’ relates to rural roads only.  Rural roads are defined as any public 
road with a speed limit greater than or equal to 60km/h. Urban Roads with a speed limit 
of less than 60km/h are to be addressed through existing established procedures, in 
consultation with the Road Authority.   

The ’Interim Guidance’ is issued pro tem until the development of any procedures for the 
planning, regulation, construction and management of Medium, or High Voltage cables 
under public roads. 

The ’Interim Guidance’ shall be read in conjunction with the DoT’s Guidelines for 
Managing Openings in Public Roads (Purple Book) and TII’s publication CC- PAV-04007- 
Requirements for the Reinstatement of Openings in National Roads. 

Where the requirements of the ‘Interim Guidance’ cannot be complied with due to 
specific site circumstances, for example a concentration of existing utilities/ services 
beneath the public road or due to the approved consent for the installation of other 
utilities/ services, a site-specific solution will be required from  the developer and/or 
ESBN having regard to the maintenance of  existing  or approved infrastructure  for the 
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approval of the Road Authority. 

The placement of ducts, cables and other items associated with Medium or High Voltage 
electrical assets and the roadworks required to carry this out is a complex area that is 
regulated under a number of pieces of legislation (including the Planning and Development 
Acts and Regulations, Roads Acts and various Electricity Acts), policy (Climate Action Plan), 
guidelines and decisions of the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU), which together 
provide processes to authorise road openings and placement of this infrastructure. 

This document does not: 

a) impose any obligation on any entity referred to in the text; or 

b) require any entity referred to in the text to act or not act in certain manner; or 

c) make any statement that gives or intends to give rise to a legitimate expectation 
to any party, whether referred to in the text or not, that the applicable entity 
referred to in the text will act or not act in a certain manner. The placement of 
cables in road is subject to the appropriate legislation and to the consent of, and 
conditions set by of the relevant authority. 

Although every effort has been made to ensure the completeness and accuracy of its 
contents, users are advised to use the document carefully and no liability shall attach to 
the Minister for Transport for any errors or omissions in the document. 

2. Other Relevant Documents 

Climate Action Plan1 

The Climate Action Plan 2024, prepared under the Climate Action and Low Carbon 
Development Act 2015 as amended, sets a course for Ireland’s emission targets by 2030 
and reach net-zero no later than 2050. These national targets align with Ireland’s 
obligations under EU and international treaties, most notably the Paris Agreement 
(2015) and the European Green Deal (2020). To accelerate renewable electricity 
generation which is to reach a target of 80% of electricity demand from renewable 
source by 2030, the Government has set the objective that: 

“All relevant public bodies will carry out their functions in a manner which supports the 
achievement of the renewable electricity targets, including, but not limited to, the use of 
road and rail infrastructure to provide a route for grid infrastructure where this is the 
optimal solution.” 

Local Authorities, the Department of Transport (DoT) and Transport Infrastructure 

 
1 Climate Action Plan 2024 









 
6  

the MV/HV cable or impacting current and future planned road crossings for 
services. 

d) The applicant may make site specific proposals to address items raised at item 
‘ c’ above.  

e) Agreement following a T1 notification is normally valid for one year, however 
this can be extended by further agreement. Where necessary a second T1 may 
be required. 

3.5.2 T2 Licence Applications (following the T1 Process) 

The applicant shall apply for the appropriate road opening licences to facilitate 
construction of the electrical cable and associated infrastructure (as “child T2s” of a T1). 

• It should be expected that multiple T2s can be required to manage, and sequence 
works, particularly where cable lengths run more than a few kms or in 
significantly different traffic environments. 

• The extent of works carried out under a T2 should be manageable for both the 
licence holder and the Road Authority and should normally allow for inspection 
in one site visit. Typically, this will be limited to 2km lengths unless agreed 
otherwise by the Road Authority. 

• Sectional completions for all work elements are necessary before commencing 
subsequent or adjacent sections. 

• Licensing charges should be applied in accordance with the national process set 
out in the Purple Book Guidelines including invoicing and payment of: 

- Application charges at application stage 

- Reinstatement deposit prior to licence granting 

- Specific charges prior to licence granting 

- Long Term Impact Charges at T5 stage 

- Refund of deposits upon satisfactory inspection of the works at licence 
closeout 

3.5.3  Opening the road for geotechnical/ site investigations: 

A Road Authority may also grant T1 or T2 licences as appropriate to facilitate 
geotechnical and site investigation works. The licencing consent process for excavation 
of the public road is sufficient for these works only. 
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5. Terminology 

The following terms are used in this document and in the industry. A brief, non-legal, 
explanation of these terms is set out below: 

• TAO:  Transmission Asset Owner - Electricity Supply Board (ESB) 

• An Coimisiún Pleanála, ACP: see       

• DAO: Distribution Asset Owner (ESB)6 

• TSO:  Transmission System Operator (EirGrid) 

• DSO: Distribution System Operator (ESBN)7 

• Generator:  A person who holds a licence to generate electricity, see Electricity 
generation | CRU.ie 

• Storage Provider: A person who provides a service of deferring the final use of 
electricity to a moment later than when it was generated or converts electrical 
energy into a form of energy which can be stored, the storage of such energy, and 
the subsequent reconversion of that energy into electrical energy. 

• Contestability: Allows a party to construct connection assets that connect them 
to the transmission or distribution system.8 

• Non-contested Connection: Those aspects of a connection to the electricity 
network constructed by the DAO or TAO.9 

• Direct Line Permission: Permission to construct an electric line to carry electricity 
for the purpose of supply, not connected to the transmission system or 
distribution system when initially constructed. 

• Carriageway: That portion of a road which is provided primarily for the use of 
vehicles. It refers to the paved, central part of the highway designed for driving 
and includes designated lanes such as bus lanes and cycle lanes. The carriageway 
excludes hard shoulders and hard strips. 

• Road:  From boundary-to-boundary, encompassing the entire area between the 
physical or legal limits, such as fences, hedges, or walls on either side. This includes 
the carriageway, footpaths, cyclepaths, hardshoulders, verges, and banks. 

• HV Forum: A group of public sector stakeholders in the Electricity and Roads 
Transportation areas who were tasked with developing guidance to support 
the accommodation of Transmission HV Underground Cables (“HV UGC”) in 
roads for the Transmission Network.  

 
6 Distribution Asset Owner Licence.docx 
7 Information about the DSO 
8 Contestability Paper 2007 
9 General Conditions of Connection and Transmission Use 
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• LV, MV, and HV Cables: Defined by IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) 
and CENELEC (European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization) standards 
as: 

o LV is less than or equal to 1KV (1,000 volts) 

o MV is greater than 1KV and less than or equal to 35KV 

o HV is greater than 35KV 

• A CRU authorisation: An authorisation granted to a person under S.16 of the 
1999 Electricity Regulation Act to construct or reconstruct a generating station.10 

• T1 Notification: The T1 is not a licence. It is notification of intent to perform works 
of high impact due to extent or complexity. The notification is to allow adequate time 
for consultation, determination, coordination and joint planning between applicant 
and authority in relation to subsequent licence(s). 

• Child T2 licence(s): Applied for subsequent to the T1 may be subject to reduced 
approval and works programme notification periods than normal T2(s). 

• T2 Licence: An application to carry out works of moderate impact due to the location, 
extent, amount or duration of the work. A T2 licence requires time for approval and 
works notification unless preceded by a T1 when these periods may be reduced. 

• T3 Licence: An application to carry out works of low impact due to the location, extent, 

amount or duration of the work. A T3 licence requires a short application period and 
does not require a works programme notification. 

• T4 Notification: A notification of emergency works (as defined under legislation). 
Notification must occur at the time or as soon as possible after commencement and 
works must be carried out during a limited time period. This notification fulfils the 
requirements of legislation and these guidelines when followed by a T5. Once the 
emergency is addressed on site, a T2 or T3 licence may be subsequently required to 
complete works that are not of an emergency nature. 

• T5 Notification: A notification of completion of works carried out under T2, T3 or T4. 

 

  

 
10 Licences | CRU.ie 
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a) All potential impacts arising from the development proposal on Uisce Éireann’s 

abstraction points must be identified and assessed in the EIAR. This includes the Tuam 

Regional Water Supply Scheme (RWSS), with the abstraction located approximately 15 

km downstream on the Lough Corrib and the Galway City Public Water Supply, with the 

abstraction located 26 km downstream on Lough Corrib. The assessment will identify the 

drinking water abstractions as sensitive receptors, identify the Source–pathway–receptor 

linkages, assess the potential risk and demonstrate how the proposed construction 

activities will not give rise to deterioration in water quality for these abstraction points.  

 

b) Any other surface water or groundwater abstraction points where a potential hydrological 

and hydrogeological exists must also be identified and addressed in the EIAR. The EIAR 

must include and consider all direct, indirect and cumulative effects on the abstraction 

points.    

 

c) Stormwater Run Off, Hydrocarbons and chemical risk: The potential impacts arising from 

run off and hydrocarbon during construction, operational and decommissioning phases 

should be addressed in the planning documents to include mitigations against 

contaminants entering groundwater and surface waters via hydrological and 

hydrogeological pathways  

 

d) Mitigations should be proposed for any potential negative impacts on any water source(s) 

which may be in proximity and included in the EIAR, Construction and Environmental 

Management Plan, Surface Water Management Plan and any other relevant 

assessments. 

 

e) An Emergence Response Plan shall be developed to include the Notification and 

Communication protocol in the event of an environmental incident given the presence of 

downstream abstraction points.   

 

f) Protection of drinking water source(s) from potentially adverse impacts is a priority for 

Uisce Éireann. It is Uisce Éireann’s current policy to maintain safe and secure drinking 

water supplies and ensure that development will not give rise to any deterioration in water 

quality. Development proposals shall not impact public drinking water sources and/or 

abstraction point(s). It is also a requirement of the Water Framework Directive that waters 

used for the abstraction of drinking water are protected to avoid deterioration in quality. 

Where a development proposal has the potential to impact an Uisce Éireann Drinking 

Water Source(s), the applicant shall provide details of measures to be taken to ensure 

that there will be no negative impact to Uisce Éireann’s Drinking Water Source(s) during 

the construction, operational and decommissioning phases of the development.  

 

g) Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the applicant’s site and receiving 

waters should be identified as part of an EIAR and/or the planning application. 

 

h) Where the development proposes the backfilling of materials, the applicant is requested 

to include breakdown of the chemical components of the materials proposed.  

 

i) Where the development proposes the backfilling of materials, the applicant is requested 

to include details of best practice monitoring regime(s) to inform protection of ground 

waters, aquifers and drinking water source abstractions. 

 



j) Potential impacts of the development on the capacity of water services (i.e. do existing 

water services have the capacity to cater for the new development) - If your proposals 

require a connection(s) to either a public water supply or sewage collection system, you 

are advised to submit a Pre-Connection Enquiry (PCE) enquiry to Uisce Éireann to 

determine the feasibility of connection to the Uisce Éireann network ahead of lodging 

your planning application. The PCE should be submitted to Uisce Éireann well in 

advance of lodging your planning application. Lodging a COF with your planning 

application helps avoids delays in the consenting process. 

 

k) In relation to a development that would discharge trade effluent, any upstream treatment 

or attenuation of discharges required prior to discharging to an Uisce Éireann collection 

network.  

 

l) In relation to the management of surface water; the potential impact of surface water 

discharges to combined sewer networks and potential measures to stop surface waters 

from combined sewers. Uisce Éireann does not permit surface waters into our sewer 

network. 

 

m) Any physical impact on Uisce Éireann assets – reservoir, drinking water source, 

treatment works, pipes, pumping stations, discharges outfalls etc. including any 

relocation of assets. 

 

n) When considering a development proposal, the applicant is advised to determine the 

location of public water services assets, possible connection points from the applicant’s 

site / lands to the public network and any drinking water abstraction catchments to ensure 

these are included and fully assessed in any pre-planning proposals. Details, where 

known, can be obtained by emailing an Ordnance Survey map identifying the proposed 

location of the applicant’s intended development to datarequests@water.ie 

 

o) Other indicators or methodologies for identifying infrastructure located within the 

applicant’s lands are the presence of registered wayleave agreements, visible manholes, 

vent stacks, valve chambers, marker posts etc. within the proposed site.  

 

p) Any potential impacts on the assimilative capacity of receiving waters in relation to Uisce 

Éireann discharge outfalls including changes in dispersion / circulation characterises. 

Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the applicant’s site and receiving 

waters should be identified within the report. 

 

q) Any potential impact on the contributing catchment of water sources either in terms of 

water abstraction for the development (and resultant potential impact on the capacity of 

the source) or the potential of the development to influence / present a risk to the quality 

of the water abstracted by Uisce Éireann for public supply should be identified within the 

report. 



 

r) Where a development proposes to connect to an Uisce Éireann network and that network 

either abstracts water from or discharges wastewater to a “protected”/ sensitive area, 

consideration as to whether the integrity of the site / conservation objectives of the site 

would be compromised should be identified within the report. 

 

s) Uisce Éireann does not permit build over of its assets. Separation distances from public 

infrastructure, as per Uisce Éireann’s Standards, Codes and Practices must be achieved. 

It is the applicant’s responsibility to submit a diversion enquiry to Uisce Éireann 

Diversions Section (diversions@water.ie) prior to construction, where a potential build 

over of public assets is in question and/or where the applicants proposals cannot achieve 

separation distances from public infrastructure as per UÉ Standards & Codes of Practice. 

As an applicant you are required to; 

 
t) survey the site to determine the exact location of the public assets. Any trial investigations 

should be carried out with the agreement and in the presence of Uisce Éireann. All 

queries relating to in situ public infrastructure should be directed to diversions@water.ie  

u) Provide evidence of separation distances between the existing Uisce Éireann assets and 

proposed structures, other services, trees, etc. have to be in accordance with UÉ 

Standards & Codes of Practice 

 

v) Where an existing connection is in place, the applicant or developer may be required to 

enter into a new or revised water and/or wastewater connection agreement(s) with Uisce 

Éireann prior to the commencement of this development. 

w) Where new connection(s) are sought, the applicant shall enter into water and/or 

wastewater connection agreement(s) with Uisce Éireann prior to the commencement of 

this development. 

 
x) Any person discharging trade effluent** to a sewer, must have a Trade Effluent License 

issued pursuant to section 16 of the Local Government (Water Pollution) Act, 1977 (as 

amended). More information and an application form for a Trade Effluent License can be 

found at the following link: https://www.water.ie/business/trade-effluent/about/  . Trade 

effluent is defined in the Local Government (Water Pollution) Act, 1977 (as amended). 

 

Queries relating to the comments above should be directed to planning@water.ie  

 

EIAR Scoping Requests should be sent to planning@water.ie 

 

Yours sincerely, 
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The Department recommends that Greenland white-fronted goose is treated as a target 
species for both the vantage point surveys and the distribution and abundance surveys. 
Vantage point surveys should be undertaken to include dawn and dusk to capture any flights 
from roosting sites to feeding areas.3 Furthermore, flocks of Greenland white-fronted goose 
are known to undertake nocturnal flight activity4. Consequently, the Department recommends 
that nocturnal surveys are undertaken using a combination of night vision aids and acoustic 
monitoring to help determine whether there is any such flight activity within or through the 
application site at night. If any such activity is recorded, or where it remains uncertain, a 
‘nocturnal activity factor’ should be placed on the outputs of the collision mortality model to 
account for nocturnal activity with the assumption that such flights occur within the collision 
risk zone unless this can be demonstrated otherwise5. The Department also recommends 
that roost surveys for this species are undertaken at any potential roosts within 1km of the 
application site, namely the historic root at Rostaff turlough to the south of the application 
site, to confirm whether it is still used by this species or not. The Department also 
recommends that feeding distribution surveys for this species are undertaken within 500m of 
the application site boundary using a combination of transects, and surveys for geese 
droppings, following best practice6.   
 
Limestone Pavement 

The Department notes that areas of the Annex I priority habitat limestone pavement (8140) 
may occur within the application site. The Department recommends that this habitat is 
surveyed accordingly and, following the mitigation hierarchy, are avoided where possible.  
The Department recommends that the characterisation of these areas should follow the 
methodologies outlined in the National survey of limestone pavement and associated 
habitats in Ireland (NPWS, 2013)7. This should include the use of the classification system 
and the condition assessment therein. In order to determine the relative value/significance of 
any areas of limestone pavement within the application site (i.e. whether they are nationally, 
regionally, or locally significant) consideration should be given to its current extent and 
condition, its potential for restoration, but also contextual information such as where the 
habitat within the site occurs within the range of this habitat national (as any changes/impacts 
to the range of the habitat may be nationally significant). Similarly, reference should be made 
to the current conservation status of the habitat at a national level to provide context for the 

 
3 NatureScot (2025) Recommended bird survey methods to inform impact assessment of onshore 
windfarms 
4 Griffin, L.R., Burrell, E.M., Harrison, A.L., Mitchell, C. & Hilton, G.M. 2020. Conservation 
management of Greenland white-fronted geese Anser albifrons flavirostris on Islay, Scotland. 
Scottish Natural Heritage Research Report No. 912. 
5 NatureScot (2024) Guidance on using an updated collision risk model to assess bird collision 
risk at onshore wind farms 
6 NatureScot (2025) Recommended bird survey methods to inform impact assessment of 
onshore windfarms 
7 Wilson, S. & Fernández, F. (2013) National survey of limestone pavement and associated 
habitats in 
Ireland. Irish Wildlife Manuals, No. 73. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Ireland. 
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relative significance of the areas of this habitat within the site and any impacts thereon. The 
Department also recommends, as means to characterise the relative significance of 
limestone pavement within the applications site within the EIAR, the methods outlined for the 
ranking of potential Natural Heritage Area sites using conservation and threat scores within 
the National survey of limestone pavement and associated habitats in Ireland (NPWS, 2013)8 
 
Flora protection order and threatened plant species  

The Cloughmoyne Special Area of Conservations (SAC) adjoins the application site. The 
Site Specific Conservation Objectives document for this site9 makes reference to a number 
of threatened plant species that occur within the limestone pavement, and/or associated 
habitats, within the SAC, namely the Flora (Protection) Order (FPO) listed and Critically 
Endangered limestone fern Gymnocarpium robertianum, the FPO listed and Vulnerable 
wood bitter-vetch Vicia orobus, the Vulnerable green-winged orchid Anacamptis morio and 
the Near Threatened species spring gentian Gentiana verna, autumn gentian G. amarella, 
field gentian G. campestris and dense-flowered orchid Neotinea maculata. The Department 
notes that the application site may contain habitats that are suitable for these species and as 
such botanical surveys should be undertaken by a suitably qualified botanist during the 
relevant flowering/identification periods to facilitate identification of these species within the 
applications site should they occur there. 
 
Archaeology 
 
The information provided was not sufficiently detailed to allow for a full assessment of the 
archaeological implications of this proposal, however the Department notes that an 
Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) is scoped into the proposed EIA process as part of 
the overall Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment (CHIA) of the proposed development and 
that it will be carried out by a suitably qualified Consultant Archaeologist. 
 
Planning & Design 

In order to assess the impacts of this extensive wind farm development, this Department 
recommends that Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) should be carried out at an early 
stage of planning and design. The AIA must incorporate all lands on which development may 
be proposed, including but not limited to, access areas, haul roads, temporary compounds, 
borrow areas, cable array/connection routes, etc. The AIA must include an assessment of 
the possible effects of the proposal on the wider archaeological landscape. It is of importance 
that the study area for the AIA should be of sufficient size and extent to support this. 
 
Section 171 of the Historic and Archaeological Heritage and Miscellaneous Provision Act 
(2023)—as commenced by S.I. No. 252/2024—requires that public or local authorities have 
regard to historic heritage in the performance of their functions, this includes in relation to 

 
8 Ibid 
9 NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives: Cloughmoyne SAC 000479. Version 1. National Parks 
and Wildlife Service, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 
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decision-making on proposed developments. A suitable comprehensive AIA—properly 
integrated within a similarly comprehensive Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
(EIAR)—will support informed decision-making. 
 
The Archaeological Impact Assessment must include: 
 

 A baseline archaeological and historical study comprising site inspection/s by a 
suitably qualified Archaeologist and documentary research including reviews of 
historical, cartographic and aerial photography sources.  
 

 Walkover surveys and field inspections 
 

 An Archaeological/Historic Landscape study. 
 

 Visual Impact Assessment 
 

 The desk-study and field inspection regime should inform: 
 

o Targeted non-intrusive advance geophysical survey or prospection (such as 
Resistivity, Magnetometer or Ground Penetrating Radar Surveys) 
 

o Targeted advance archaeological test excavation 
 

 Any and all intrusive advance investigations (such as, but not limited to, ground 
investigations for soils/geology/hydrogeology) carried out as part of the EIA or design 
process should be subject to a programme of archaeological monitoring by a suitably 
qualified archaeologist 

 
Comprehensive assessment is required in order to fully characterise the archaeological 
potential of the lands proposed for development and allow a clear and comprehensive 
archaeological impact statement to be made. The results of these investigations should 
inform the EIA process and be incorporated within the EIA Report. This Department is happy 
to provide further advice and clarification as and if required in relation to the preparation of 
suitably comprehensive assessments as outlined above, with particular regard to the scope 
and locations for any advance non-intrusive prospection, advance peatland surveys or 
advance test excavation that would be appropriate to inform the assessment of this proposed 
scheme.  
 
Assessment of Potential Effects 

The AIA/EIAR must include an archaeological impact statement and present appropriate 
mitigation to ensure the protection of the archaeological heritage. It should set out the likely 
effects of the proposed development at all stages—Construction, Operation and 
Decommissioning. It is of particular importance that the likely effects of the proposal at 
decommissioning stage are fully assessed, particularly where the AIA/EIAR identifies 
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vulnerable heritage assets located in proximity to the proposed development site (PDS) and 
the mitigation measures for Construction and Operation phases include protective measures 
for the preservation in situ of these assets. It is possible that similar protective measures 
(such as demarcated exclusion zones) may be required at Decommissioning phase to avoid 
negative effects to such sites. 
 
National policy as detailed in Framework and Principles for the Protection of the 
Archaeological Heritage (Government of Ireland, 1999) is that there should always be a 
presumption in favour of avoiding developmental impacts on the archaeological heritage. 
 
Direct Effects 

The AIA/EIAR must include assessment of any potential for direct impacts on the 
archaeological resource, including previously unrecorded archaeological remains which may 
have no above-ground expression. The results of appropriate non-intrusive advance and 
archaeological test excavation will assist in this regard. It is noted that a number of known 
archaeological sites listed in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) are located 
immediately adjacent to the PDS and may be vulnerable to direct impacts. These Recorded 
Monuments are subject to statutory protection under section 12 of the National Monuments 
Act 1930-2014. 
 
In this regard this Department would like to highlight MA123-036---- (Ringfort – cashel), 
MA123-037---- (Enclosure), MA123-038---- (Field system) and MA123-041001- (Hillfort) 
which are all located within or partially within the PDS. In particular, the proposed layout 
(Figure 1–2) shows an access road, proposed piece of infrastructure and possibly also 
Turbine 8 located within the defined constraint area for MA123-038---- (Field system)—see 
Record of Monuments and Places Map Sheet 123 for Co. Mayo. It is possible that direct 
negative effects to this site may result and this must be addressed in the assessment. 
 
Indirect Effects 

In addition to mitigating potential for physical impacts on the archaeological heritage, careful 
consideration should also be given in design to the potential for impacts on the setting and 
amenity of recorded monuments and the landscape/s in which they are situated. In this 
respect, it should be noted that in addition to site-specific vulnerabilities to impact on setting 
many monument types–for example prehistoric monuments such as Standing Stone 
Alignments, Standing Stone Rows, Single Standing Stones, as well as some megalithic 
tombs—are often considered to represent a wide area of associated archaeological 
settlement and activity. As a result, the bunding/stockpiling of materials, intrusion into 
viewsheds or other characteristics of a development may have a negative visual impact on 
such monuments and may diminish or interrupt alignment views and alter key aspects of their 
original function and layout. 
 
A detailed Archaeological/Historic Landscape Study and Visual Impact Assessment should 
be prepared as part of the AIA/EIA process. These should: 
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 Set out the key characteristics of the monument(s) and its surroundings that 
contribute to its setting (including inter-visibility, commonality, etc.) and the degree to 
which this setting is integral to the significance and appreciation of the monument.  

 
 Assess the effects of the development—both positive and negative—on these key 

characteristics. The development should be considered in terms of its location and 
siting relative to the monument as well as its form, appearance and permanence.  

 
 Be supported by appropriate illustrations of the monument, its setting and the 

development. 
 
The size of the study area is a key factor to ensuring the indirect effects are appropriately 
assessed. It is also important that there is coordination and collaboration between the 
archaeological consultant preparing the AIA and the consultant(s) who are preparing the 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) for the proposal as impacts to the setting 
vulnerable sites may need to be jointly assessed. 
 
In that regard, this Department notes that the following National Monuments in the Ownership 
or Guardianship of the Minister are located within c. 10km of the PDS: 
  

 Killursa Church (NM231; RMP GA041-045----) 
 
 Ross Errily Abbey (NM50; RMP GA041-047----) 

 
 Kinlough Castle (NM95; RMP MA123-047----) 

 
 Shrule Abbey (NM95; RMP MA122A005001-) 

 
 Ballymacgibbon Cairn (NM251; RMP MA121-090----) 

 
 Caherduff Castle (NM244; RMP MA121-088----) 

 
 The Gods of the Neale designed landscape (NM359; RMP MA121-004001-) 

 
 Glebe stone circle (NM146; RMP MA120-045----) 

 
 Kelly’s Cave (NM413; RMP MA120-050----) 

 
 Cong Priory (NM432; RMP  MA120-053001-) 

 
 Cahernabrock Ringfort (PO 9/1983; RMP MA123-018001-) 

 
 
































